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Chavez accepts call as General Secretary

NALC leaders
meet with Pope
Benedict XVI
and ecumenical
officials

NALC Bishop John Bradosky,
Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring and
Pastor David Wendel met with
Pope Benedict XVI and Roman
Catholic ecumenical officials
Sept. 28-29 at the Vatican.

See Pages 6-7

The Rev. Mark C. Chavez,
director of Lutheran CORE, has
accepted a call to serve as
General Secretary of the North
American Lutheran Church. 

The General Secretary functions
as the chief operating officer of
the NALC, managing its day-to-
day administrative functions. 

“I am honored to be asked by
Bishop John Bradosky and to be
called by the Executive Council to
serve as General Secretary of the
North American Lutheran Church.
I pray that our Lord will help and
guide me to serve in that office
faithfully and capably,” Pastor
Chavez said.

“The NALC’s growth in its first year
was exciting and encouraging to
watch. Now I look forward to full
participation in that excitement. It
is especially encouraging to see
the NALC become what was
envisioned and hoped for it — a
Lutheran church that is truly
Christ-centered, mission-driven,
traditionally-grounded and
congregationally-focused,” he said.

“The focus and passion in the
NALC for making disciples of
Jesus Christ — the only Lord and
Savior there is for all of sinful
humanity — is thrilling,” Pastor
Chavez said.

Continued on Page 2
Pastor Mark C. Chavez
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Chavez is longtime leader of Lutheran renewal
Continued from Page 1

NALC Bishop John F. Bradosky selected Pastor
Chavez to serve as General Secretary after
consultation with the leadership of Lutheran CORE. 
Pastor Chavez’s call was then approved by the
NALC Executive Council on Sept. 1. The General
Secretary is appointed by the Bishop and approved
by the Executive Council.   

Bishop Bradosky served as the NALC’s General
Secretary before being elected as Bishop at the
church body’s 2011 Convocation Aug. 11-12 in
Hilliard, Ohio.

“My prayers and those of many others have been
answered with Mark’s acceptance of the call
extended by the Executive Council,” Bishop
Bradosky said.

“It is amazing that following my election several
individuals approached me asking if I had thought
of Mark as a potential candidate for the position of
General Secretary.  In a similar way, others had
approached Mark asking him if he was willing to
become our General Secretary, all without knowing
that Mark and I had already spoken about that
possibility,” Bishop Bradosky said.

“It seems clear the Holy Spirit was confirming the
appropriateness of the call even before the
Executive Council had a chance to vote.  I look
forward to working with Mark and pray that you will
welcome him as you have welcomed me.”

“Mark’s history of involvement with the reform
movements over the past two decades means that
he is well known and loved.  His passion is
expressed in his thoughtful presentations and bold
proclamation of the Gospel, and his organizational
expertise has provided stability, integrity and
effective administration to Lutheran CORE,” he
said.

Pastor Chavez, who lives in Landisville, Pa., has
served as the director of Lutheran CORE (Coalition
for Renewal) for nearly six years.  He also served
as vice president and director of the WordAlone
Network from 2000 to February 2010.

Lutheran CORE is a coalition of renewal
movements.  It began in November 2005 as a
“coalition for reform” in efforts to maintain Biblical
teaching in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. The WordAlone Network was one of the
reform movements that founded and made up
Lutheran CORE.  At that time, the WordAlone
Network was the only voice for renewal in the ELCA
which was formally organized with an office, full-
time staff, and infrastructure. As the ELCA
continued to move away from traditional Christian
teaching, Lutheran CORE’s focus moved to a
“coalition for renewal,” seeking to unite confessional
Lutherans regardless of their church body affiliation. 
The NALC is one of three church bodies that are
members of Lutheran CORE.

Pastor Chavez has been involved in the renewal
movement among Lutherans for many years. He
was a participant in the first “Call to Faithfulness”
theological conference in Northfield, Minn., in 1990,
one of the first gatherings to call attention to the
ELCA’s drift from Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions.  He signed the 9.5 Theses in 1995,
which were an attempt to call for public discussion
of the ELCA’s theological drift.  He was called as
Director of the WordAlone Network in 2000 and
served in that position into early 2010.  He was also
one of the leaders involved in forming Solid Rock
Lutherans in 2003, the first coalition of confessing
Lutherans and precursor to Lutheran CORE.

He is also a leader in the Association for Church
Renewal (ACR), an organization of leaders of the
renewing and confessing movements in the historic
main-line churches.  Through the ACR, he brings
connections to the renewal movements in the main-
line churches that have worked for decades to keep
churches from moving away from the Bible and
traditional Christian teaching as norms for their faith
and life. 

“It has been a great joy and privilege to serve
Lutheran CORE. The officers, Steering Committee,
staff, and the many volunteers and leaders across
the coalition are a fabulous team of dedicated
believers. What a blessing to work with such dear 

Continued on Page 3
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Chavez was director of Lutheran CORE
Continued from Page 2

sisters and brothers in Christ. I am very thankful that
I will still be able to work with them, albeit in a
different capacity,” he said. “Going forward I will
personally appreciate Lutheran CORE’s role to
connect confessing Lutherans across denominational
lines. I will cherish the opportunities to be with many
dear friends in the various Lutheran churches in North
America and together be mobilized by the Holy Spirit
for evangelical renewal.”

“I cannot sufficiently thank our heavenly Father and
so many people for the countless prayers that have
been offered over the years for all of those involved
in renewal and reform ministries. Those prayers
have sustained and uplifted us in such powerful
ways. Thank you and God bless you for praying
steadfastly,” he said.

“May the Holy Spirit continue to guide and bless
Lutheran CORE and the NALC so that in our mutual
cooperation and ministries we bear effective witness
to Jesus Christ and give all glory to God the Father,”
Chavez said.

“Pastor Mark Chavez’s life and heart are embedded
in Lutheran CORE through all of its existence. He
has been a driving force and faithful leader through
many challenges and opportunities.  He will be all
this and more in his new NALC call and role,” said
the Rev. Paul Ulring, Lutheran CORE Moderator
and senior pastor of Upper Arlington Lutheran
Church in Columbus, Ohio.  

“We are grateful for Mark’s service to Jesus Christ
and His Church and we look forward to this new
season for him and Lutheran CORE’s continuing
partnership with the NALC,” Pastor Ulring said.

“Because Mark Chavez is a selfless and tireless
leader who so many already know and trust, his new
call really wasn’t a surprise to those who have worked
with him,” said Lynn Kickingbird of Edmond, Okla.,
chair of the Lutheran CORE Steering Committee.  
“He is blessed with the spiritual gifts of proclamation,
wisdom and managing leadership that will serve the
NALC well in its developing years,” she said.

Pastor Chavez was born in Denver, Colo., and was
raised in Colorado and California. He is a graduate
of the U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs,
Colo., and Queen’s College of Oxford University,
Oxford, England. 

He served as a commissioned officer in the U.S.
Air Force from 1976 to 1983, primarily in the
Directorate of Soviet Affairs, Air Force Intelligence
Service at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington,
D.C. He resigned his commission in the Air Force
in 1983 to attend Luther Northwestern Theological
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., where he earned his
Masters of Divinity degree.

After being ordained in 1987, he served as pastor
at Peace Lutheran Church in Glen Burnie, Md.,
(1987-1999); and Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church in East Petersburg, Pa., before accepting
the call to serve the WordAlone Network.

Pastor Chavez and his wife, Jocelyn, have six
children and four grandchildren.

Pastor Mark Chavez addresses the 2011 Lutheran CORE
Convocation.
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Pastor W. Stevens Shipman is named
as new director of Lutheran CORE 

By Pastor Carter Askren
Lutheran CORE Connection

The Rev. W. Stevens Shipman, pastor of Southern
Clinton County Lutheran Parish in Lock Haven, Pa.,
has been appointed as director of Lutheran CORE
by the Lutheran CORE Steering Committee.

Pastor Shipman, who will begin his new position
Jan. 1, succeeds the Rev. Mark C. Chavez, who
accepted a call as General Secretary of the North
American Lutheran Church beginning Sept. 15.

“I feel humbled and a little anxious as I assume this
position,” stated Pastor Shipman. “Humbled,
because it was the farthest thing from my mind to
be doing anything other than parish ministry, and
anxious, because Mark Chavez is a hard act to
follow!  Mark served for 12 years directing Lutheran
CORE and its predecessor organizations, and his
contribution and leadership have been exemplary. I
pray I can continue his example,” he said. 

Pastor Shipman cares deeply about church
renewal. He has worked to recover the continuity
Lutheranism shares with the catholic tradition in a
broad ecumenical context while at the same time
lifting up the evangelical outreach to call members
and unchurched people to personal faith and
discipleship. 

“Lutherans in North America, along with most of the
traditional Christian groups, are at a crossroads,”
Shipman said.

“Lutheran CORE has a unique opportunity to help
pastors and congregations grow in becoming more
Christ-centered, mission-driven, traditionally-
grounded, and congregationally-focused.
 
“I am especially concerned about the need to be
mission-driven,” he said.

“The trickle out of Lutheran congregations has
become a flood, and we need to discover ways to

reach out effectively to the growing number of
unchurched people, especially younger adults. 

“On the basis of the Bible and the Christian
tradition, we must challenge many of our culture’s
directions which, if continued, will only lead to
further decay of our churches and our society. I am
excited as well as a bit intimidated to be asked to
be the director of Lutheran CORE at such a time as
this,” he said.
 
“We welcome Pastor Steve as the new director of
Lutheran CORE,” said the Rev. Paul Ulring,

Continued on Page 5

Pastor W. Stevens Shipman preaching at the 2011
Lutheran CORE Convocation.
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Continued from Page 4

Lutheran CORE Moderator. “Steve knows the
challenges of Lutheran CORE’s future. He is very
close to the history and chemistry of our mission
and constituency. He brings the kind of diversity
and solidarity that is Lutheran CORE’s DNA.” 

A native of Sunbury, Pa., Pastor Shipman has been
active in church life since childhood, from serving
as a Luther League district chairman as a youth to
his present work as a pastor in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in American. 

A 1969 graduate of Susquehanna University with a
major in English, Pastor Shipman graduated from
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago in
1973 and was ordained by the former Central
Pennsylvania Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America in June 1973. He earned a Master of
Sacred Theology degree from Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg in 1989 under noted
Lutheran scholars Robert Jenson and Eric Gritsch.
 
He has served congregations across Pennsylvania,
in both rural and modest suburban settings, and
has been involved in synodical and local ministerial
and community service groups.

He has been a member of Lions Clubs International
for more than 25 years. 

As a communications director of the Upper
Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA, he oversaw the
synod’s transition to desk-top publishing.
 
Pastor Shipman’s involvement in Lutheran CORE
dates from its founding in 2005, when Bishop Paull
Spring invited him to serve as secretary of Lutheran
CORE. 

Pastor Shipman attended various national and local
Lutheran conferences on the Holy Spirit, and
worked with the former Central Pennsylvania Synod
of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) as
evangelism chair. Throughout the 1980s he helped
develop and lead “A Lutheran Style of Witness”
events in his synod.
 
He was one of the founding members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Confessing Fellowship
(ELCF), a group that brings confessing Lutherans

together for mutual support. The ELCF continues to
be a Lutheran CORE member organization. 

Pastor Shipman is also a member of the Society of
the Holy Trinity, an inter-Lutheran religious order
founded in 1997 for pastors that seeks to
encourage pastors’ faithfulness to their ordination
vows. 

“I’m delighted that Pastor Shipman has agreed to
serve as Lutheran CORE director,” said Pastor
Mark Chavez. “Steve’s involvement since Lutheran
CORE’s inception makes him eminently qualified to
lead the ministry into the future. He is known for
wise counsel and sound judgment, and is respected
for bringing together confessing Lutherans for a
unified witness to our Lord. He is a dear brother in
Christ, and I look forward to working with him in this
transition.” 

Pastor Shipman served as a voting member of the
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee (2003),
where he reported for Forum Letter of the American
Lutheran Publicity Bureau. He represented
Lutheran CORE as a congregational visitor at both
the Chicago (2007) and Minneapolis (2009)
assemblies. Prior to the formation of the ELCA, he
was a voting delegate at the LCA Convention in
Toronto in 1984. 

Pastor Shipman and his wife Linda are the parents
of an adult son and daughter. 

“I really feel the Holy Spirit was at work in Steve’s
appointment,” Steering Committee chair Lynn
Kickingbird said. “Although it may have been the
farthest thing from his mind, Steve’s name was
lifted up by many others as the logical and best
candidate for Lutheran CORE at this time. Though
this position is an appointment, Steve approaches
this work with the care and commitment of a calling. 

“Steve has been involved with Lutheran CORE
since its beginning as well as other Lutheran reform
and renewal groups. He has skillfully served as
Secretary for the past six years, and has been
blessed with the gifts of wisdom and administration.
Most importantly, Steve has the heart of a servant
who boldly shares God’s truth with others. I have
already learned so much from him, and I look
forward to his leadership,” she said.
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NALC leaders meet with Pope Benedict XVI
and Roman Catholic ecumenical officials

NALC Bishop John Bradosky,
Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring 
and Pastor David Wendel of 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in
Colorado Springs, Colo., met with
Pope Benedict XVI and Roman
Catholic ecumenical officials
Sept. 28-29 at the Vatican.

The NALC leaders traveled to
Rome for a meeting and
conversation at the Roman
Catholic Pontifical Council for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity
(PCPCU) at the Vatican.  

The NALC’s leaders’ visit to the
Vatican came as the result of the
presence of Father James
Massa, former ecumenical officer
of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, at the
constituting Convocation of the
NALC in August 2010.  

After discussion regarding the
future of relations between
Lutherans and Roman Catholics

in North America and
internationally, Father Massa
encouraged a visit to Rome by
representatives of the NALC. 

The meeting provided the
opportunity for NALC
representatives to discuss the
changing landscape of
Lutheranism in North America, 
to introduce the North American
Lutheran Church, and to consider
what forms of shared ministry
may be possible, especially with
regard to historic Biblical
understandings of human
sexuality, marriage and family.  

“Traveling to Rome, we really had
no idea what to expect. Seen as
having ‘split’ with our former
Lutheran body, would there be a
warm reception, or no reception

Continued on Page 7

NALC Bishop John Bradosky greets Pope Benedict XVI. 

Participants in the dialog between the North American Lutheran Church and
the Roman Catholic Church were, from left: Monsignor Matthias Turk,
responsible for the Lutheran desk at the Pontifical Council for the Promotion
of Christian Unity (PCPCU);  Bishop Brian Farrell, Secretary of the PCPCU;
NALC Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring;  NALC Bishop John Bradosky;
Cardinal Kurt Koch, President of the PCPCU;  Pastor David Wendel, chair
of the NALC Ecumenical and Inter-Lutheran Relations Committee.
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Continued from Page 6

at all? Actually, we couldn't
have received a more cordial
and significant welcome!
From the ‘prima fila’ seating
in the front row of the papal
general audience, to being
introduced to Pope Benedict
XVI after the audience, to the
honest, open conversation
with Bishop Farrell,
Monsignor Turk, and
Cardinal Koch at the
Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of Christian Unity,
the visit was an important
first step at developing our
new and continuing
ecumenical relationship with
the Roman Catholic Church,”
said Pastor Wendel, chair of
the NALC’s Ecumenical and
Inter-Lutheran Relations
Committee.

“Our hope and prayer is that we
will become a faithful partner in
ecumenical relations both in
North America and
internationally, grounded in Holy
Scripture and traditional

Christian teaching and morals that
have carried Lutherans and Roman
Catholics through 2,000 years of
shared Church history.” he said. 

At this time, we were asked to simply
encourage our Mission Districts, our
pastors and parishes to reach out to
local Roman Catholic bishops and
parishes to introduce the new North
American Lutheran Church and to
establish new relationships on the local
and regional levels,” Pastor Wendel
added.

NALC leaders presented Roman
Catholic officials with a copy of “An
Initial Statement on the Ecumenical
and Inter-Lutheran Commitment of The
North American Lutheran Church,”
which was approved at the 2011
Convocation of the NALC.  

One of the initial affirmations of the
document states: “As an initial strategy
the North American Lutheran Church
will give priority to relationships,
including ecumenical dialogues, with
churches such as the Anglican Church
in North America, the Roman Catholic
Church, and the Orthodox Churches.”

Bishop Bradosky and Cardinal Koch conversing together.  

Pope Benedict XVI greets the crowd at his general audience on Sept. 28. NALC
leaders are visible under his arm.
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Reflection on our visit to Rome
By Bishop John Bradosky

It was both an honor and a
pleasure to represent the
North American Lutheran
Church along with Bishop
Emeritus Paull Spring and
Pastor David Wendel, the
chair of our Ecumenical and
Inter-Lutheran Relations
Committee, in our visit to
Rome.  

This was an important first
step in developing dialog
and exploring the nature of
an ecumenical relationship
with the Roman Catholic
Church. 

We expressed our gratitude
for the warm welcome and
gracious hospitality of all
those who hosted us. 

We were privileged to be introduced to Pope
Benedict XVI.  Following brief conversation with
him, we were engaged in more focused
conversation with leaders of the Pontifical Council
for the Promotion of Christian Unity including
Cardinal Koch, Bishop Farrell and Monsignor Turk. 

We participated in this dialog because of the
authority of the Scripture that norms our faith and
practice. 

In His high priestly prayer, recorded for us in the
Gospel of John, Jesus prays for the unity of His
Church, that our witness to the world will be
strengthened (John 17:20-23). 

Because of the priority Christ has placed on the
unity of those who believe in Him, commitment to
Christian unity is considered a fundamental part of
the mission of the North American Lutheran
Church, and our governing documents confirm that
ecumenical priority. 

During our visit, we communicated our deep regret
over what necessitated our separation from the
ELCA, assuring the PCPCU that many of us have
worked for reform over the past two decades.
However, the decisions made in 2009 created a
division that could not be bridged. Those decisions
were viewed by us as an assault on the authority of
the Scriptures and their traditional interpretation, a
disregard for the Christian understanding of
morality, marriage and the family, as well as the
office of ministry. 

This tragic circumstance has produced a longing to
pursue relationships with ecumenical partners with
whom we find common agreement on such
fundamental understandings and convictions.

We assured the PCPCU that while we are a new
church body, we see ourselves as those who have
stayed the course within the Body of Christ, holding
fast to the Holy Scriptures that reveal our Lord Jesus
Christ and the nature of the Gospel we proclaim. 

Continued on Page 9

Pastor David Wendel, Bishop John Bradosky and Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring greet
Pope Benedict XVI.
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Continued from Page 8

We continue to embrace the tradition that formed
and shaped our interpretation of those Scriptures,
the faithful witness of the Church across time and
space.  Our faith is shaped by the ecumenical
creeds and our Lutheran Confessions as a witness
to those Scriptures. We endorse the form and
practices of the Church catholic that are consistent
with Scripture, particularly the office of ministry and
tradition of worship under Word and Sacrament.

We are those who have resisted the norming of
theology and practice within the church on the basis
of cultural or political values
or agendas and have
instead insisted on the
power of the Gospel and the
ministry of the Church to
transform all cultures and
values into conformity with
the Church, the Body of
Christ and His eternal
kingdom. 

Those with whom we spoke
were affirming in their
response to all we shared
with them and reminded us
that all real ecumenical
relations begin at the local
level.  

Even as we invite the
participation of ecumenical
guests at our annual
convocations, Mission Districts and local
congregations of the NALC should also be
encouraged to find ways to work together with other
faithful partners in demonstrating our unity in Jesus
Christ.  

On the other hand, they also reminded us that
relationships between the Roman Catholic Church
and the Lutheran Church occur officially through the
Lutheran World Federation.  They strongly
encouraged our membership, participation and
influence in LWF as a way to more direct
involvement in ecumenical dialog. It will be most
helpful to engage at both ends of this ecumenical
spectrum.

Finally, our journey gave us access to the
transcripts of Pope Benedict’s presentations during
his recent visit to Germany. As you may already
know, he is from Germany and is a theologian with
a deep appreciation for Luther and his theological
understanding.  

Pope Benedict said, “For Luther theology was not
mere academic pursuit, but the struggle for oneself,
which in turn was a struggle for and with God.  How
do I receive the grace of God? The fact that this
question was the driving force of his whole life
never ceases to make a deep impression on me. 
For who is actually concerned about this today —

even among Christians.” 

He goes on to point out that
belief in a magnanimous God
who cares nothing about sin
and evil in our contemporary
culture is working destruction in
our world and watering down
the faith of those in the Church. 
“Luther’s burning question
must once more become our
question too,” Pope Benedict
said. 

He further encourages such
wrestling with sin, confession
and receiving the grace of
Christ as the daily engagement
for every Christian and a
critical component in
discipleship.  His presentations
clarify the dangers of the

influence of culture in the secularization of the
church and the “watering down” of the faith.  

While we are not blind to the many theological
issues that separate us, we are encouraged by the
many more ways in which we share in the faith of
the one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I would remind you of the confession of St. Paul
that there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is above all and through
all and in all” (Ephesians 4:5-6).  This provides us
with a compelling vision of the Church that requires
us to work and pray for cooperation and unity
among Christians and churches. To that end we
encourage your prayers and your faithful ministry. 

We participated

in this dialog

because of the

authority of the

Scripture that

norms our faith

and practice.
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Deans gather with bishop to plan for future
and to organize regional Mission Districts
The provisional Deans who have
served the North American
Lutheran Church for its first year
met with Bishop John Bradosky
Sept. 15-16 at the NALC offices
in Hilliard, Ohio.

The meeting was planned as an
opportunity for the Deans to
provide information to Bishop
Bradosky about what is
happening in congregations and
regions around the church. It was
also a time for the deans to
discuss the NALC’s mission and
ministry and to plan for its future.

Bishop Bradosky and the Deans
discussed the role of Mission
Districts and Deans in the NALC. 

Bishop Bradosky especially
highlighted the role of the Mission
Districts and Deans in providing
pastoral care for congregations
and pastors, in bringing pastors
and congregations together for
fellowship and mission, and in
helping congregations stay
focused on mission and ministry.

The group discussed the process
of formally organizing the Mission
Districts. The Deans were
encouraged to begin that process
with congregations in their area.

The Deans aided in drafting a plan
to divide North America into
regional Mission Districts. The plan

will be presented to the Executive
Council for consideration.

Bishop Bradosky highlighted that
the NALC’s values — Christ-
centered, mission-driven;
traditionally-grounded, and
congregationally-focused — must
shape its structure. 

“The values drive what we do. If it
serves mission, that’s what we
want to do,” he said. “My hope is
that we will never allow the
infrastructure to shape the
values, but instead the values to
shape the infrastructure.”

The group also discussed the
education and certification of
pastors for the NALC. The Deans
were encouraged to hear that
more than 50 seminary students
are already in the NALC’s
candidacy process.

Bishop John Bradosky leads the meeting with the NALC’s provisional Deans.
Pastor Mark Chavez, NALC General Secretary, looks on.

NALC provisional Deans meet with Bishop Bradosky.
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Regional Mission Districts are organizing
Congregations of the North American Lutheran
Church are organizing regional Mission
Districts in various parts of the United States.
 
A provisional map of Mission Districts was
prepared by Bishop John Bradosky in
consultation with the provisional Deans.  The
proposed Mission District boundaries will be
presented to the NALC Executive Council for
approval. 

The boundaries and number of Mission
Districts will remain flexible to best serve
mission on the local level as the NALC
continues to grow. Mission Districts will be
formed in Canada as additional congregations
join the NALC.

The NALC constitution explains the purpose of
the Mission Districts as: “Congregations shall
join in collaboration to fulfill most effectively the
ministry and mission of the NALC, normally
based on common geographic boundaries.”

Each Mission District will elect a Dean who is
a pastor who will work with the NALC Bishop
in conducting similar ministry to the Bishop in
their regional area.  “Deans shall serve as
pastor to ordained ministers, their families,
and congregations, and will conduct a ministry
of teaching and visitation with ordained
ministers and congregations,” the constitution
explains. The Deans are expected to continue
to serve as pastor of a congregation.

The Carolinas Mission District was the first
to organize. Pastor Carl M. Haynes of
Christiana Lutheran Church in Salisbury, N.C.,
was elected Dean at its constituting
Convocation June 3-4. There are 31
congregations in North Carolina and three
congregations in South Carolina.

The Iowa Mission District met Saturday, 
Oct. 1. Pastor Ken Kimball of Old East Paint
Creek Lutheran Church in Waterville and Old
West Paint Creek Lutheran Church in Waukon,
was elected Dean. (See Pages 12-13.)

Upcoming Mission District organizational meetings:

The Ohio Mission District meets on Saturday, Oct. 8, at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ashland, Ohio. The Ohio
Mission District is the NALC’s largest with 40
congregations.

The Atlantic Mission District meets on Saturday, Oct.
22, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Abington, Pa. The
Atlantic District includes eastern Pennsylvania, eastern
New York, eastern Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware, and
Washington, D.C. There are 27 NALC congregations in
Pennsylvania, four in Maryland, four in New York, one in
New Jersey, and one in Washington, D.C. 

The Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Mission District
meets Saturday, Oct. 22, at Zion Lutheran Church in
Caroline, Wis. There are 14 congregations in Wisconsin
and nine in Michigan.

Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and
Wyoming congregations will gather Oct. 28-29 at the
Ramkota Hotel and Convention Center in Watertown,
S.D., to organize three mission districts. There are 15
congregations in South Dakota, 10 congregations in
Minnesota, two congregations in North Dakota and one
congregation in Wyoming.
  
The Illinois Mission District will meet on Saturday, Nov.
5, at First Lutheran Church, Paxton, Ill. There are 14
congregations in Illinois.

Map of the proposed NALC regional Mission Districts.
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Iowa Mission District organizes,
Pastor Ken Kimball elected Dean
The constituting Convocation of
the Iowa Mission District of the
North American Lutheran Church
met Saturday, Oct. 1, at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Ellsworth,
Iowa.  

Pastor Ken Kimball, pastor of Old
East Paint Creek Lutheran
Church in Waterville and Old
West Paint Creek Lutheran
Church in Waukon, was elected
Dean. Pastor Kimball had served
as the NALC’s provisional Dean
for Iowa.

Over 140 lay people and pastors
from the 26 NALC congregations
in Iowa attended. In addition,
members from at least two
congregations in the process to
leave the ELCA were also
present. 

In his report, Pastor Kimball
shared his expectation that the
Iowa Mission District will be at 30
congregations by the end of 2011
and that number could double
over the next one or two years. 

Presently the Iowa Mission District
consists of 22 established congre-
gations that were formerly ELCA
and four mission congregations:
Mission in Christ Lutheran
Church, Strawberry Point; Faith
Lutheran Church, Monona; Peace
Lutheran Church, Northwood; and
Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran
Church, Huxley.  

Over the past year, in his work as
provisional Dean, Pastor Kimball 
drove over 12,000 miles, made

26 presentations on the NALC to
ELCA congregations, carried out
11 congregational visits with
NALC congregations and/or their
councils and call committees in
Iowa. He also installed two
pastors: Pastor Jason Cooper for
Eagle Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Eagle Grove
and Pastor Amy Schifrin for
Mission in Christ Lutheran
Church in Strawberry Point and
Faith Lutheran in Monona.  

Looking ahead, Pastor Kimball
called for continuing support and
participation in Lutheran CORE
and its Iowa affiliate, Call to
Faithfulness, and raised the hope
for a Discipleship Conference in
Iowa in the spring of 2012 with
full participation by all the

congregations and pastors of the
Iowa Mission District. 

NALC Bishop John Bradosky
gave a stirring keynote
presentation on mission and
evangelism, lifting up examples
from the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus, one of
the NALC’s ecumenical partners. 
Bishop Bradosky highlighted the
key values of the NALC — Christ-
centered, mission-driven,
traditionally-grounded, and
congregationally-focused —
encouraging and challenging the
congregations and pastors of the
Iowa Mission District to make
these values their own in their
decision-making and actions. 

Continued on Page 13

More than 140 people attended the Iowa Mission District Convocation.
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Continued from Page 12

Pastor Jason Cooper provided
the Youth Ministry update,
reporting on the Iowa Mission
District’s upcoming partnership
event with Youth Encounter
Friday-Saturday Jan. 20-21 at
Eagle Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Eagle Grove. 

Eight mission ministries set up
displays and brought greetings
and presented on their ministries
during the course of the
Convocation: Call to Faithfulness,
the Iowa affiliate for Lutheran
CORE; Sola Publishing; World
Mission Prayer League; United
Marriage Encounter; Eastern
European Mission Network; Latin
American Lutheran Mission;
Ingham Okaboji Lutheran Bible
Camp; and Riverside Lutheran
Bible Camp.  

Convocation attendees had their
choice of visiting the displays of

the eight mission ministries or
participating in one of four forums
or workshops: 

Ask the Bishop: Conversation
with Bishop Bradosky. 

The Iowa Mission District:
Discussion of the purpose and
goals of the Iowa Mission District
and the proposed constitution.

Congregational Sharing: 
Members of congregations had
the chance to tell about their
congregations and the joys and
challenges they have
experienced and their hopes for
their congregation in the NALC.

Congregational  Constitutions:
How to revise a congregation’s
constitution.  

The Convocation unanimously
adopted the proposed Iowa
Mission District Constitution and
a $9,750 budget for the coming
year to cover expenses for
mileage reimbursement, youth
ministry, and communications.

The Convocation also elected
nine persons to the Iowa Mission
District Council. Bishop Bradosky
installed the elected officers.  

District Secretary: Pastor
Marshall Hahn, Norway Lutheran
Church, St. Olaf and Marion
Lutheran Church, Gunder.

Treasurer: Pastor Randy Bruno,
St. Matthew Lutheran Church and
Zion Lutheran Church, Readlyn.

Mission District Council (lay):
! Brent Bruns, Faith Lutheran
Church, Monona.
! Sandy Fletcher, Badger
Lutheran Church, Badger.
! Greg Olson, Zion Lutheran
Church, Ruthven.  

Mission District Council
(clergy): 
! Pastor Amy Schifrin, Mission in
Christ, Strawberry Point and
Faith Lutheran Church, Monona.
! Pastor Darryl Landsverk, 
Badger Lutheran Church, Badger.
! Pastor Barbara Wills, Peace
Lutheran, Northwood.

NALC Bishop John Bradosky
addresses the Iowa Mission
District’s constituting Convocation.
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Hurricane damages two NALC congregations
Two NALC congregations in New York sustained
considerable damage from flooding caused by
Hurricane Irene. Members of other NALC congre-
gations also experienced flooding from the storm.

NALC members and congregations are
encouraged to support these congregations and
their communities with prayers, expressions of
concern, and financial gifts.

In addition to dealing with damage to their own
facilities, the congregations are providing
assistance to those in their communities.

“St. Mark’s in Middleburgh had about 2-4 feet of
water in their sanctuary and up in to their new
addition as well, which Bishop Bradosky saw when
he had come here for their celebration,” said
Diane France, Council President. This
congregation and its new addition were featured in
the August NALC News.

“It looked like a war zone. Our beautiful church
had rushing water up to the altar. We lost all the
rugs in the church but were able to clean the oak
floors with the help of about 13 people from the
church and community. The new addition was also
flooded with the freezer and frig thrown on their
sides. . . . The parsonage, however, seems to be

a complete loss.  The raging waters did much damage, but the
church survived!” she said.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Gallupville “sustained deep
water damage to the classrooms, offices, youth room, nursery,
clothing pantry, food pantry, etc. in the downstairs of our new
addition,” reported Pastor Peter J. DeBartolo, Sr. 

“An overflowing river narrowly missed the church by feet and
began to recede only after we had actually begun to evacuate
ourselves from the church or it would have sustained much
more damage,” he said. The church served as a Red Cross
Disaster Shelter, providing meals and sleeping quarters. 

“Over 3,500 meals were served and/or dispersed out of our
church kitchen. We are now doing a ‘Comfort Center’ from 3
to 7 every day for a place for people to stop by and rest, talk,
take a break from the clean up, shower, have soup and
sandwiches, coffee and desserts,” Pastor DeBartolo said. “We
are still a supply center for food, cleaning supplies and tools,
and limited clothing, and will continue to be so as long as the
need is here.”
 
“Many in our congregations have lost everything, and their
houses will, no doubt, be condemned if they are still standing,”
said Karen DeBartolo.

NALC leaders are also working with Lutheran Disaster
Response to see that needs in the area are met.

Please send contributions to:  NALC Hurricane Relief
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220; New Brighton, MN 55112-2202.

Schoharie Creek south of Middleburgh, N.Y., including fruit,
vegetable, and dairy farms under water. 

Flood damage at St. Mark’s in Middleburgh, N.Y.
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Bishop John Bradosky and Pastor Eddy Perez of Miami
install Pastor Alfredo Casta Monagas and Pastor Maestra
at Iglesia Luterana Resurrección in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
as part of the congregation’s celebration of its affiliation
with the NALC on Sept. 11.

Iglesia
Luterana

Resurrección
Resurrection Lutheran Church

San Juan, Puerto Rico
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NALC retirement and insurance plans
Retirement and insurance plans for NALC pastors
and church employees will be available soon. The
NALC Executive Council will consider the final plan
proposals at its Oct. 18-19 meeting.

The health insurance plan proposal would provide
coverage similar to or better than that provided by
the ELCA Board of Pensions plan.  However, unlike
the ELCA plan, the NALC plan will not cover
elective abortions or partners in same-sex sexual
relationships.

The retirement plan will be a 403(b)9 plan through
OneAmerica and American United Life Insurance
Company. It will include hundreds of investment
options from a wide variety of mutual fund families.
The plan is written to enable retirement funds for
pastors to be designated as housing allowance for
tax purposes.

Pastors may transfer any or all of their retirement
funds from the ELCA plan to the NALC plan.

The disability and life insurance plans will be
underwritten by Met Life.

The NALC is working with Hahn Financial Group in
Sioux Falls, S.D., to provide the plans. Hahn
Financial Group oversees similar retirement plans
for the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

You may contact Hahn Financial Group with
questions or to enroll in the plans at 605-275-3600
or lutheranbenefits@hahnfinancialgroup.com.

Questions about the plans may also be addressed
to Pastor Mark Chavez, NALC General Secretary,
at 717-898-0801 or mchavez@thenalc.org.

Congregational Revitalization Conference
focuses on renewing smaller congregations
The North American Lutheran Church is sponsoring
a Congregational Revitalization Conference for
congregations with fewer than 150 active members. 

Pastors and congregational leaders are encouraged
to come as a team to the conference which will be
held Nov. 3-5 at Lake Junaluska Conference and
Retreat Center in Lake Junaluska, N.C.

The conference is a part of the NALC’s commitment
to be both mission-driven and congregationally-
focused, explained the Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba,
NALC Missions Director. Plans are to offer a similar
conference each year.

Cost of the conference is $20. Meals and lodging
are extra. 

More information is available at www.thenalc.org.
You may also contact Dr. Buba at 614-777-5709 or
gbuba@thenalc.org.

Topics and presenters include:

Discovering, maximizing and releasing your
congregational mission capacity

Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, NALC Missions Director

Activating and mobilizing 
the Body of Christ for mission

Pastor Sandy Mitchell
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ashland, Ohio

Mission without Money
Pastor Todd Kornahrens 

Living Waters Lutheran Church, Dayton, Ohio

Prayer as means of congregational renewal
Pastor David Keener

Christ the King Lutheran Church, Evans, Ga.

Enhancing culture and practice of discipleship
NALC Bishop John Bradosky
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NALC congregations consider ratification
of 2011 NALC Convocation’s actions

Congregations of the North American Lutheran
Church will consider whether to ratify two major
decisions made by the NALC’s 2011 Convocation.
 
As a part of its commitment to be congregationally-
focused, the NALC constitution requires major
decisions to be ratified by NALC congregations
before going into effect. 

The decision on whether to ratify these actions will
normally be part of a regularly scheduled
congregational meeting such as an annual meeting.

Two decisions by the Convocation have been sent
to congregations for consideration: 

! A Full Communion Agreement with the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.

! Amendments to the NALC constitution.

Congregations have been sent information on the
ratification process including a response form. The
information includes copies of the constitutional
amendments and information about the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. 

“Congregational participation is a cornerstone of
NALC governance. One element of this
participation is ratification. By requiring ratification
of certain key decisions, the NALC ensures that
NALC members are aware of and broadly support
those decisions. Participation in the ratification
process is an important responsibility that every
congregation owes to its own members and to all
other NALC congregations,” explains an information
page sent to congregations.

Constitutional Amendments

The constitution and the proposed amendments, as
approved by the Convocation, are available online
at www.thenalc.org.

Many of the amendments to the constitution
remove provisions related to the first year of the

NALC’s life. The constitution included several items
addressing the NALC’s first year such as providing
leaders for the first year and electing leaders to
staggered terms at the 2011Convocation.

Information detailing the terms of office for officers
and Executive Council members was added to the
constitution, as was information on how to fill a
vacancy in any office. Also added was a process for
removing a person from elected office should that
become necessary. 

There were also style and typographical changes to
the constitution. For example, references to
“pastors” were changed to “ordained ministers” and
references to the annual Convocation are now
capitalized rather than lower case.

Full Communion with 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus

The 2011 Convocation of the North American
Lutheran Church unanimously approved a Full
Communion relationship with the Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.

The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus,
the Lutheran church in Ethiopia, is one of the
largest Lutheran church bodies in the world, with
5.6 million members. It is also among the world’s
fastest growing churches — adding 300,000
members last year.

The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Desta Buba, NALC
Missions Director, is a native of Ethiopia. He is
widely respected among Ethiopian Lutherans and
was instrumental in building the strong relationship
between the EECMY and the NALC. 

The Ethiopian church and other Lutheran churches
in Africa have been supportive of efforts by
Lutheran CORE and others to maintain Biblical
teaching on sexuality in the ELCA. EECMY leaders
have challenged changes in teaching on marriage
and sexual ethics by the ELCA as being against the
clear teaching of Scripture.
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Women of the NALC organize
A national organization for women in the
congregations of the North American Lutheran
Church has been formed. 

Women of the church met and adopted a provisional
constitution on Friday, Aug. 12, at the NALC
Convocation in Hilliard, Ohio, thereby forming the
church-wide women’s organization. They adopted the
name Women of the North American Lutheran
Church (WNALC).

The group affirmed the desire to be a guiding
organization — not a governing organization. Its
purpose is to assist local congregational women’s
groups in their efforts to move forward in faith and
mission, through prayer and evangelism, with the
Bible as the ultimate authority of God.

The WNALC strives to link NALC women’s groups
together as a community of faith, hope, and love as
they focus on their individual organization and to
assist them in God’s mission, studies of His Word,
service to others in Christ’s name, and fellowship
with each other and other Lutheran women. 

The WNALC is an auxiliary ministry of the NALC. It
is committed to the four attributes of the NALC:
Christ-centered, mission-driven, traditionally-
grounded, and congregationally-focused. 

All women and women’s groups of the NALC are
part of our organization. We also invite our sisters
in Christ from those congregations to join us in our
ministry.

Leadership of the WNALC will follow a structure
similar to that of the NALC. The leadership will be
The Women’s Council (TWC), composed of eight
members, with half of the council elected every
other year.

A copy of the provisional constitution is being sent
to each congregational women’s group for their
review and discernment. The final approval of the
constitution will be considered at the 2012 annual
meeting. The annual meeting will be held in
conjunction with the NALC Convocation in August.

The WNALC will need funds to provide assistance
to congregations. They are encouraging local
women’s group to provide some financial support
for the national organization. Donations to the
WNALC should be sent directly to: Women of the
NALC; 2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220; New
Brighton, MN  55112-2201

We are seeking women with interest and passion
for service on different committees as we develop
our organization.  Please contact a member of
TWC below and let us know of your interest and
desire to be part of this exciting time. 
  
Our website,  www.WNALC.org, is under
construction and will be linked to the NALC website.
This will be a place for you to find out about the
WNALC constitution, news of the WNALC (both
nationally and within Mission Districts), benevolence
ideas, mission ideas, suggestions and samples of
how to write your constitution, and other news and
information for your women’s groups.  It will also 
offer suggestions for Bible studies and other
devotions, and Bible verses. 

We have available a list of benevolences and
service projects that women’s groups across the
country are doing.  The WNALC will offer guidance
and resources to those who are forming new
women’s groups.

Please send contact information for your group to
info@WNALC.org to assure that your
congregation’s women will receive the information. 

For more information, contact Jeanne Wallace
(830-998-2300) or any member of The 2011
Women’s Council:

Jeanne Wallace (TX) jw@beecreek.net
Juhree Polkowski (NY) juhreep@aol.com
Anneta Buenger (TX) annetabuenger@yahoo.com
Kathy Hefner (PA) pdkhef@embarqmail.com
Jan Williams (NC) janwilliams1972@gmail.com
Norma Adkins (WV) amorwv@suddenlink.net
Connie Bramlett (TN) pastorwordoflife@yahoo.com
Dorothy Johnson (NC) dbjohnson2008@gmail.com
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Lutheran Worship is Founded
on the Word of God

By Pastor Michael G. Tavella 

The texts both ancient and more recent that are
found in the Lutheran liturgy in its several forms
reflect the narrative and teachings of the Holy
Scriptures.  

From the public reading of the Scriptures
themselves to the language of the prayers and
hymns, we hear the Word of God in all its beauty
and splendor resound in our congregations.  

We are the recipients of a living tradition that has
been passed down from Christian antiquity and
placed in our hands for our use in the worship of
God.  

We are stewards called to preserve what we have
been handed and to add to or revise these texts
where it seems good or necessary so that we are
able to give the next generation the very special gift
of the liturgy of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, an
expression of the Church catholic.

Because of his conviction that the worship of the
medieval Church had wandered from the pure
Word of God, Martin Luther revised the Latin Mass
and then produced a German Service.  He wrote
hymns, including ones based on the Catechism that
were vigorous expressions of Biblical doctrine.  

We are indebted to him for his work.  Along with
revising the liturgy, the good professor and pastor
encouraged Biblical preaching by the example of
his own sermons; his many treatises; and his
publication of the Church Postils, which gave a rich
Biblical content for other preachers to ponder and
use. He gave the Word a new standing in
congregational life that lifted it from the obscurity
that results from neglect.

The intention of this series of articles is to
emphasize the Scriptural content of the liturgy. 
Hopefully, it will provoke more thought on the

rationale of our tradition and rouse awareness of
trends toward experimental forms of worship that
compromise the Biblical witness and “dumb down”
the texts we use.  

Join with me in a dialogue.  As we proceed you are
welcome to communicate your ideas and concerns
with me by e-mail.  I am confident that your
observations will enrich these reflections. 

Next month we proceed with the place of the
reading of Scriptures in our worship.   

Pastor Michael G. Tavella and his wife Pastor 
N. Amanda Grimmer are pastors of Holy Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Abington, Pa.
You may contact him at MGTavella@msn.com. 

National Youth Event

July 5-8, 2012

Nashville, Tennessee

www.youthencounter.org
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Putting Congregational Evangelism
 at the Top of our ‘To Do’ List

In Pursuit of the Great Commission

By Pastor Don Brandt

Dr. Richard Mouw, president of Fuller Theological
Seminary, recently wrote in the Spring 2011 issue of
Fuller Focus about how easy it is for pastors and lay
leaders to neglect evangelism.  

He recalled something he heard Pastor Bill Hybels
share at one of Willow Creek Church’s leadership
gatherings.  Pastor Hybels said that when evangelism
is just one of numerous congregational priorities we
end up neglecting to give it the emphasis it needs.  

Dr. Mouw summarized Bill Hybel’s remarks this way:
“We have a special tendency to downplay evangelism,
so that when we assign it equal value with other areas
of Christian mission, we actually end up letting it slip a
bit down the scale of priorities.  Only when we
emphasize evangelism above all else will it receive its
due as one of the important functions of the church.”  

Mouw continues, “We cannot simply put evangelism
on a longer ‘to do’ list and hope that it will be carried
out with the appropriate passion by the Christian
community.”

So very true.  Consider some of the possible reasons
why most mainline congregations fail to give
evangelism the emphasis it requires and deserves.

! The overwhelming majority of mainline
Protestants were raised in the faith. This fact has a
huge impact on a congregation’s comfort level with
the idea of youth and adult conversions to the
Christian faith.  Most of us have always been a part of
the Christian subculture.  Not only does this make us
timid as witnesses to our faith, it can make us
genuinely uncomfortable around people who are
passionate and enthusiastic converts to Christianity.
  
! Most mainline congregations tend to become
insulated faith communities which, over time,
have difficulty communicating with and relating to
the unchurched. Our tendency is to focus on the
needs of our members above all else.  This focus

leaves little time or energy to engage in the far more
challenging (and exhausting) task of reaching non-
believers.

! We’ve never been particularly effective at
reaching younger generations, especially as our
pastors and congregational leaders grow older. 
Consider this: The median age of ELCA worshipers,
as of 2009, was 58, while the median age for the U.S.
population was 39.  This is a major problem.  We are
becoming increasingly uninformed (ignorant?) when it
comes to what it takes to reach young adults, youth
and children.

! Most mainline denominations simply do not
make evangelism their top priority. If evangelism is
even mentioned by denominational leaders it tends to
be only one item on a long list of ministry priorities. 
And too often denominational evangelism is defined
as a generic, non-threatening form of community
service.  The idea of people actually converting to
Christianity rarely comes up.

! Lutherans, historically, have often neglected
evangelism.  In Europe, Lutherans typically found
themselves in countries with a Lutheran state church,
and living in local communities where a significant
percentage of the citizens already had a Lutheran
background.  And when it came to Lutheran
immigrants to the United States, they often settled in
somewhat insulated communities with other
immigrants from the same country of origin.

Richard Mouw and Bill Hybels are right.  It’s only when
evangelism is perceived as your number one
congregational priority that it will receive the
appropriate emphasis.  Nothing less will do.  Some
suggestions:

! Make evangelism and witnessing recurring
themes in congregational life.  This includes
mentioning evangelism this in sermons, making it the
focus of adult classes, and talking about it with your 

Continued on Page 21
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Continued from Page 20

children and youth.  And don’t neglect this important
subject when it comes to your congregational
communications; e.g., in your newsletter and on your
website.  It also needs to be stressed — repeatedly —
with congregational leaders.

! When it comes to “training” your members as
witnesses, focus on two things:

1. Help them each create their own faith story.  This is
their individual responses to questions like, “What
difference has Christ made in your life?” or, for
members who are converts, equip them to respond to
questions like, “How did you come to the Christian
faith?”  Have them practice their testimonies with
other congregational members until they are ready to
respond to these kinds of questions from non-
believers.

2. Motivate and inspire your members to invite
unchurched (and dechurched) friends and
acquaintances to worship and/or other congregational
activities. This again is not a one-time-only emphasis. 
Your people need constant reminders regarding their
call to extend an invitation to your church.  Point out
particular church activities when and where an
invitation would be especially appropriate.

Make sure your congregation is ready to graciously
welcome visitors when they do show up!  This is first
about hospitality, but it’s also about making worship, in
particular, as participatory as possible for your first-
time guests.

One last quote from Richard Mouwm, who recently
spoke at a gathering sponsored by the renewal group
Fellowship of Presbyterians and reminded his
listeners of a subtle, yet tragic shift taking place in
mainline Protestant denominations: “If you dilute lost,
you will inevitably dilute saved.”  

Ultimately, all the “how-to” strategies for congregational
evangelism will prove meaningless if we drift into an
understanding of our faith which is conversion-less. 
Witnessing without the offer of salvation raises the
question, “Why bother?”  Our calling, as disciples of
Jesus Christ, is about so much more than institutional
self-preservation.  Our calling is to “seek and save the
lost,” offering them the eternal gift of Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord.

Pastor Don Brandt serves as senior pastor of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore. He writes
this monthly column, “In Pursuit of the Great
Commission,” for the NALC News and Lutheran
CORE Connection. You may contact him at
DonB@oursaviorssalem.org.

NALC designated giving opportunities
NALC Great Commission Fund supports the
missions and evangelism ministries of the NALC as
we live out our commitment to be a mission-driven
church body. Grants from this fund are made for four
primary purposes: 1. Planting new mission
congregations; 2. Revitalizing and renewing existing
NALC congregations; 3. Training, support and
continuing education of missional leaders; and 4.
Support for international missionaries and projects.

NALC Theological Education Fund supports the
NALC’s efforts to provide for faithful Lutheran
theological education for its pastors, prospective
pastors and lay people. Grants from this fund are
made for a range of specific purposes, including
scholarship support for seminarians, theological
conferences and seminars, and support for Lutheran
teaching theologians teaching NALC students at non-
Lutheran seminaries. Scholarships for international
students are also supported by this fund. 

Ethiopian Church Relief Fund helps Christians in
western and southwestern Ethiopia who experience
persecution by Islamic radicals. 

Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society is dedicated
to making and mobilizing disciples for the sake of
Christ’s mission through congregations locally and
globally. The movement will transform members into
disciples and congregations into mission agencies by
engaging and involving as many people as possible
and mobilizing them to engage in works of mission
through multiple opportunities, in order to spread the
saving Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in the world.
The ELMS welcomes members with a strong desire to
support and fulfill Christ’s Great Commission.
Membership is $100 a month for a congregation or
organization and $20 a month for an individual or
household. Funds from the society will support training
of missional leaders, missionaries, and grants to local
and global mission projects and new congregations.
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Reformation Lutheran Church
New Bern, North Carolina

By Bonnie Roach

“Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where I am, my servant also will
be.”  — John 12:26

Reformation Lutheran Church of New
Bern, N.C., followed the Word of our
Lord to establish a mission church in the
NALC. 

After a failed vote to leave the ELCA,
many longtime worshipers were left
without a place to worship, praise, and
serve our Lord — but not for long. 

Within one month, everything we
needed to worship — from the location
to altar appointments to substitute
pastors — was there. We discovered

talents that were mostly
untapped previously: skill in
organization, music, writers,
teachers and leaders. The
Holy Spirit was there all along.

Less than two months after
our first worship service, the
first Sunday of May,
Reformation Lutheran
Church celebrated the
baptism of two new members
into the fellowship of
believers on June 26. Pastor
Marty Ramey of Advent
Lutheran Church in Kings
Mountain, N.C., offered to
come and administer the
baptisms.

She led the service as
though she had served us for
years. She came with
everything we would need for
the service, including a
remarkable children’s
sermon. 

Of the two being baptized,
one was a small child and the
other, an adult. She
performed each baptism
appropriately and special to
the individual. 

As she called the persons to
be baptized to the front of the
chapel, she asked all their
family members to join them. 

As I looked at the
congregation, I knew that we
had all become family. Most
of the membership had come
from one ELCA

congregation, but we have
added to our numbers from
neighboring areas.

The main thing we have in
common is a firm commitment
to our faith in God’s holy
Word.

Having been deeply affected
by the direction of the ELCA,
the joy of that day was full and
evident. All who were there felt
loved and touched by the Holy
Spirit.

Various members of the NALC
offered support, direction and
guidance. We thank everyone
for all help and prayers. Now
our family has gotten larger.
As one door closed behind us,
many doors opened. Special
appreciation to Pastor Ramey
who so willingly served as
Reformation Lutheran Church
celebrated its first baptisms. Pastor Marty Ramey baptizes Wade Roach.
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Gainesville-Warrenton, Virginia

“And here we are about 20 people. We
have $160 in the bank account. We have
no church building. No choir. We don’t
have a lot of the niceties that a church
should have. Even worse, we have been
forced to leave many of our trusted
Christian brothers and sisters behind, and
this has been very painful. But we have
one thing that will carry us forward . . . We
have the Word of God. And we have all of
it.”
 
These are the words of Vicar Dennis Di
Mauro in his inaugural sermon to Trinity
Lutheran Church,  Gainesville-Warrenton,
Va. 

Trinity had its first worship service at 10
a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 25, at the Vint Hill
Village Green Community Center, 4235
Aiken Drive, Warrenton, VA 20187. Vint
Hill is an old Army base that closed down a
few years ago and now is open to the
public. It is a high growth area in the
western suburbs of Washington, D.C. The
congregation meets in the “Upper Room”
above a gymnasium, and across from a
weight room.

Many of the members are from a local ELCA
church that refused to even hold a vote on
whether to leave the denomination.

They sought out a local NALC congregation: Reformation
Lutheran Church in nearby Culpeper, Va., to see if it could
help. Reformation Lutheran has a worship attendance of
about 160 people each weekend and decided that its intern,
Dennis Di Mauro, should complete his internship by
shepherding this new mission congregation in
Warrenton/Gainesville, Va.

Trinity also holds a
Bible study every
Wednesday night at 
7 p.m. at members’
homes. They are
currently studying
1 Corinthians since
the problems in the
early church have
paralleled some of
their own trials in
leaving the ELCA and
starting their own
congregation.

We would love to have
others in the area join
us for worship! Vicar
Dennis can be reached dennisdimauro@yahoo.com. The
church website is www.trinitylutheranva.org.
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614-777-5709 717-898-0801      
jbradosky@thenalc.org mchavez@thenalc.org

Please send donations to the New Brighton, Minn., office.
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